SUMMARY Two brothers, aged 52 and 44, who suffered from palindromic rheumatism (PR) for 12 and 15 years were studied. The disease remained palindromic in the older brother, while chronic deformities developed early in the course of the disease in the younger. Their identical HLA locus was A9,Awl9(29); B12,Bw22; Cwl; DR1, DR4.
The episodic form of recurring acute inflammatory attacks of joints and periarticular soft tissues by tender, sometimes reddish and hot swellings lasting from a few hours to one week was originally described by Hench and Rosenberg.' They named this mode of presentation 'palindromic'. These pioneers, however, did not notice the conversion of the disorder to typical rheumatoid arthritis (RA) as later repeatedly shown and summarised by Mattingly.2 The pathogenesis of the swellings remains unknown, though extravascular activation of the complement cascade similar to that of angioneurotic oedema has been suggested.3 4 As to aetiology, both allergy and infection have been suggested. 5 Recently, Pines and coworkers recorded the association of familial juvenile chronic arthritis with the HLA antigen DR5.6 Furthermore, they suggested that PR might be a variant of juvenile chronic arthritis with a late onset and benign course.6
In this paper we describe two non-identical brothers suffering from typical PR and with identical HLA, including DR4. '3 this has been repeatedly verified, except in Jews, who have a significant overrepresentation of Dwl and DR1. '3 There are only a few reports of the familial occurrence of PR.2 3 Recently, however, Pines and coworkers6 described a family of four affected members (the mother and three children) plus the asymptomatic father who shared the tissue antigen DR5 known to be overrepresented in patients with juvenile RA. All three children with identical HLA locus also shared DR4 with the healthy father. Nevertheless the authors suggested that PR might be a variant of juvenile chronic arthritis with relatively late onset and benign course. 6 Our patients had identical HLA loci as indicated by negative MLC, including DR4. The deceased parents, so far as is known, had no symptoms of RA, nor had any of the four children of the older brother. The 56-year-old sister of the patients suffered from bronchial asthma and arthralgias without objective findings. Her HLA typing showed A3,A9; B12,Bw22; Cwl; DR3,DR4.
The course of the disease in our patients was fluctuating and relatively benign. 
